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Some thoughts on Turkic ka¢an ‘when’
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Abstract: Several opinions have been published about the origin of the
Old Turkic interrogative kacan ‘when’. So far the two most popular
proposals seem to be: double inflection (equative + instrumental) from the
interrogative root *ka-, and contraction of an unattested Old Turkic
compound *kasiu cagin. This paper will discuss these and other proposals,
and will present evidence in favour of an alternative etymology.
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Ozet: Eski Tiirkge soru kelimesi kacan ‘ne zaman’’in kokeni hakkinda
baz1 goriisler yayimlanmistir. Simdiye kadar en yaygin iki 6neri oldugu
goriiliiyor: Soru kokii *ka-’dan ¢ift ¢ekim (esitlik + vasita) ve
dogrulanmamis Eski Tiirk¢e birlesik kelime *kasiu cagin’in biiziismesi. Bu
makalede bunlar ve 6biir 6neriler tartisilacak ve baska bir etimoloji lehine
kanit sunulacaktir.
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